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had occurred. Although Rear Admiral Sampson used this language to
the secretary concerning me on the 10th of July (just one week after the
battle), he has never to this day, in any manner or to any extent, inti-
mated to me any disapprobation or made to me any criticism of my conduct
of the Flying Squadron.

In conclusion, I ask the attention of your honorable committee to the
detailed statement herewith submitted, and

I have the honor to be, very respectfully,

W. S. SCHLEY,
Rear Admiral, U. S. N.

DETAILED STATEMENT

THE EVEBETT, 1730 H STREET,
WASHINGTON, D. C., February 18, 1899.

SIB: In compliance with your letter dated February 16, 1899, I have
the honor to state that on May 19, 1898, at 8 o'clock A. M., the Flying
Squadron sailed from Key West for Cienfuegos, with orders to blockade
that port, and consisted of the Brooklyn, the Massachusetts, the Texas,
and the auxiliary Scorpion. At this time, owing to the press of orders
and the difficulty of coaling off Sand Key anchorage, the Massachusetts
and Brooklyn left lacking about 100 tons or more of coal to fill their
bunkers. Admiral Sampson informed the commander-in-chief of the Fly-
ing Squadron that he would send the Iowa and a collier to follow the
Flying Squadron the next day. The Iowa did reach the Flying Squadron
off Cienfuegos on May 22d, the day following the arrival of the Flying
Squadron, and reported for duty. The Scorpion was sent east with de-
spatches for scouting squadron off Santiago.

Lieutenant Commander Rodgers reported on board, as Captain Evans
was slightly unwell, and stated that owing to the press of orders to get
away from Key West, and the distance of the anchorage there from Key
West, the Iowa had to sail to join me before she could entirely fill her
bunkers, but that with reasonably fair weather his ship's company, a
most excellent one, could take on board about 260 tons during the day-
light from a collier expected to arrive. On the morning of May 23d the
Castine arrived, convoying the collier Merrimac; and the Iowa, Castine
and Dupont took some coal from this collier. On May 24th the Marble-
head, "Vixen and Eagle joined the squadron off Cienfuegos. During the
night of May 23d there were displayed at a point six or eight miles east
and west of the port three horizontal white lights, placed equidistant on
the hill, but as I had not been informed before leaving Key West that the
insurgents were in the vicinity, or that any arrangements had been made
to communicate with them, though I asked the question, it was thought
that these lights were signal lights of the enemy. The nature of these
signals was not understood until the arrival of the Marllehead on the
morning of May 24th, when Commander McCalla was sent at once with
the Marblehead and the Eagle to the westward, some twelve miles or more,le with that fleet, although
